J Med Biochem 2025; 44 (1) 157

UDK 577.1 : 61 ISSN 1452-8258

J Med Biochem 44: 157-163, 2025 News from the Society of
Medical Biochemists of Serbia

AWARDING FROM THE FUND AWARD »MAGISTRA MILICA MARKOVIC«

Milka Golubovié, President of the Fund »Magistra Milica Markovic«

The Serbian Medical Biochemistry Society’s improvement of technological and laboratory man-
Executive Committee recommended Dr. Jon Coban, agement principles in local healthcare facilities.
a medical biochemistry specialist at VrSac General . .
Hospital, for the 2024 »Magistra Milica Markovic« The Fund Award has been deliver during

Opening Ceremony of the International XXIII Serbian
Congress of Medical Biochemistry and Laboratory
Medicine (Belgrade, September 16-18, 2024).

Fund award and diploma based on high-professional
activities, knowledge and expertise sharing, and
contributions to the advancement of science and the

Dr. Jon Coban working in the lab.
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Basic award criteria included:

= |aboratory organization and technology
process planning;

= administrative and work-flow path from bio-
logical sample acceptance to laboratory find-
ings delivery;

=  |aboratory procedure definition, perform-
ance quality, and monitoring and profession-
al working principles based on Good
Laboratory Practice.

As a highly responsible medical biochemistry
specialist, Dr. Jon Coban killfully and creatively man-
aged all aspects of intricate laboratory procedures,
facilitating successful laboratory work with modern,
standardized procedures in collaborative settings and

F |

highlighting the benefits of a modern, accredited lab-
oratory for the local community.

In 1984, Dr. Jon Coban received his medical
degree from Timisoara School of Medicine,
Romania. In 1996, he became a clinical biochemistry
specialist at Belgrade University’s Medical Faculty,
Serbia. In 1997, he became the head of the labora-
tory diagnostics department at VrSac General
Hospital. He is a member of both the Serbian
Medical Biochemistry Chamber and the Serbian
Medical Biochemistry Society. He has been the EFLM
Academy’s representative since 2020. He was a del-
egate at the Serbian Medical Biochemistry
Chamber’s founding meeting. He served two man-
dates as the head of the Court of Honor of the
Second Degree and as an Assembly member of the
Serbian Medical Biochemistry Chamber.

Vo

Prof. Nada Majki¢-Singh with the members of the branch of the Chamber of medical biochemists in 2006 (L-R):
Jon Coban, Jelena O3ap, Aleksandra Nikoli¢, Igor Skerli¢

He participated in a number of scientific confer-
ences, symposiums, and courses that were organized
by the Serbian Medical Biochemistry Society and the
Serbian Medical Biochemistry Chamber. He dissemi-
nated the knowledge generously and enhanced the

level of medical competencies through continuing
education. Additionally, he had been actively working
on automated ESR, biochemistry, immunochemistry,
and hematology analyzers procurement to VrSac
General Hospital.
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Department of Hematology-hemostasis of the Service for Laboratory Diagnostics in 2024
(Dr. Jon Coban, MSc medical biochemist Sandra Cvitek).
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In 2008, he received his first license from
Serbian Health Minister Prof. Dr. Tomica Milosavljevi¢
and Prof. Dr. Nada Majkié-Singh.

In 2018, Vr8ac General Hospital received an
automated analyzer for HbA1C testing by HPLC
method from the Fund «Magistra Milica Markovié,«
which Makler supported.

Minister of the Health Prof. D. Tomica Milosavljevi¢

C Dr. Jon Coban working on the analyzer HPLC.
handed over thr first license to Dr. Jon Coban.

R
-~
[

Presentation of the Fund »Magistra Milica Markovié« (I-r): Dr. Jon éoban, Milka Golubovi¢,
the manager of the hospital Dr. Jon Omoran, Prof. Dr. Nada Majki¢-Singh, Nevena Nedeljkovic.
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Prof. Dr. Nada Majki¢-Singh with colleagues in 2018 (from left to right): Dr. Velimir Markovi¢, Dr. Sci. Natasa Bogavac-Stanojevic,
Dr. Sci. SneZana Jovici¢, Prim. Dr. Sci. Zorica Sumarac, Ljubomir Strbac, Dr. Jon Coban, Prim Milka Golubovi¢ spec. med. biochem.

Dr. Jon Coban made a significant contribution to
the establishment of the laboratory information sys-
tem and laboratory accreditation. In order to bring
the laboratory diagnostics department of VrSac
General Hospital up to date with contemporary sci-
ence and competence, he implemented substantial

i

new technologies and equipment. In his area of
expertise, he mentored two residents.

Even though Dr. Jon Coban has been retired
since January 2024, his dedication to the laboratory,
staff, and patients makes him eligible to continue
working at VrSac General Hospital.

Dr. Jon Coban with colleagues (from left to right): laboratory technicians: Jelena Stankov, Gordana Petrovi¢, Jelena Grubita,
Sonja Ivasku Bou, Dragana Vlajkov, Nenad Jovanov, Ph.D. medical biochemist on specialization Teodora Baki¢,
laboratory chief technician Biljana Maksimovski and laboratory technician Miljana Vojnov.
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THE TWENTY FOURTH ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE
»PROFESSOR IVAN BERKES”

SOCIETY OF MEDICAL BIOCHEMISTS OF SERBIA

Nada Majki¢-Singh, The Fund President

The Twenty Fourth Annual Scientific
Conference »Professor Ivan Berke$« was co-orga-
nized and hosted by the Faculty of Pharmacy,
University of Belgrade. It gathered over 100 partici-
pants — students, older colleagues who were the stu-
dents of Professor Berkes, young graduated medical
biochemists, and teachers of the Faculty of
Pharmacy. Traditional guests were the family mem-
bers of Professor Berkes — this year Ivan Berkes, his
grandson. This traditional meeting of students and
Professors of the Faculty of Pharmacy, honoring the
legacy of one of its most distinguished professors
was held on 05. December 2024. Prof. Dr. Nada
Majki¢-Singh, traditionally the organizer, with her
opening words greeted the participants and remind-
ed us of the history, the idea of foundation, and the
significance of the Conference, as well as of the life
and work of the Professor lvan Berke$, whom it
honors.

Appreciating the work of their teacher and a
renowned expert Professor Dr Ivan Berkes, the
Society of Medical Biochemists of Yugoslavia (now
the Society of Medical Biochemists of Serbia) and
the Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Belgrade, cre-
ated the Scientific Foundation »Professor lvan
Berke$« in 1997 and established the »Annual
Scientific Conference« dedicated to the life and work
of Professor lvan Berkes. The scientific foundation
was established on the proposal of the Professor Dr
Nada Majki¢-Singh, also a long-term organizer of
the Annual Scientific Conferences. Beginning in
1998, Scientific Conferences have been presenting
masters and doctoral theses of members of the
Society and related disciplines during the previous
year. On November 16th, 2010, the Thirteenth
Annual Scientific Conference dedicated to the 100th

anniversary of the birth of Professor lvan Berke$ was
held in Belgrade, during which experts from
Belgrade (N. Majki¢-Singh), Zagreb (S. Margetic)
and Skopje (S. Efremova-Aaron), the cities where
Professor Ivan Berke$ lived and worked, gave their
lectures. Also, diplomas and money awards were tra-
ditionally presented by the Scientific Fund »Dr Ivan
BerkeS« to the best students of the Faculty of
Pharmacy in Belgrade: Zora Cetkovi¢ and Jelena
Joksié.

The purpose of the Scientific Foundation is to
award monetary awards and diplomas to the best
graduates of the Faculty of Pharmacy in the previous
year, of both study profiles (graduate pharmacist-
medical biochemist and graduate pharmacist; now:
master of pharmacy-medical biochemist and master
of pharmacy), who were the quickest to graduate
and with the highest average grade. So far, Twenty-
fourth Scientific Annual Conferences have been
held, with fifty eight laureates of the Fund who were
awarded diplomas and monetary awards, with their
biographies presented in the Monograph.

In 2020, the Society of Medical Biochemists of
Serbia marked the 110t anniversary of the birth of
Professor lvan Berke§, on which occasion the
Monograph-LIFE. AND WORK OF PROFESSOR
IVAN BERKES and FOUNDATION LAUREATES
were prepared: WHERE ARE THEY AND WHAT
ARE THEY DOING TODAY? (Authors: Nada Majkié-
Singh and Snezana Jovi¢i¢). This Monograph has
been presented during XXII Serbian Congress of
Medical Biochemistry and Laboratory Medicine in
September 2022, and during this Scientific Con-
ference the short review has been presented.
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NADA .-1.-1...1_:-'.||j r;_[rﬁr SNEZANATOVICIE
NAUCNI FOND
. PROFESOR IVAN BERKES"

SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATION
~PROFESSOR IVAN BERKES"

In 2020, the year of the global pandemic the
activities of the Society of Medical Biochemists of
Serbia (SMBS) were suspended. Planned activities,
like the national congress and the Belgrade
Symposium for Balkan region were postponed, and
the annual scientific conference «Professor Ivan
Berkes« did not take place. However, the year 2020
was also the year of the 110th anniversary of the birth
of Professor Ivan Berke§. On this occasion, SMBS
published a monograph dedicated to professor
Berkes’s life and work, to the review of the previous
scientific conferences organized to honor his legacy,
also to the Foundation «Professor Ivan Berke$«, and
to the laureates of its annual award. The authors of
the monograph are Professor Nada Majkié-Singh, the
founder of the Foundation and its spiritus movens,
and Snezana Jovid¢i¢, who, as the IFCC eNewsletter
liaison member, was writing a series of articles cover-
ing the conference over the past years.

Professor Ivan Berke$ established medical bio-
chemistry as a modern scientific and diagnostic disci-
pline of medicine and pharmacy in Yugoslavia and
Serbia. Under his guidance generations of medical
biochemists were educated at the Faculty of
Pharmacy of the University of Belgrade. But not only.
As a versatile individual (he was passionate in music,
art, history, and philosophy, and spoke five lan-
guages) he inspired his students with his charismatic
personality. Professor Berke$ graduated and complet-
ed his Ph.D. thesis in Zagreb, Croatia. He worked at
several universities in former Yugoslavia — at the
Faculty of Medicine in Zagreb, Faculty of Medicine in
Skopje (North Macedonia), and Faculty of Pharmacy
in Belgrade (Serbia), where he was elected Senior
Professor in medical biochemistry and was a long-

term director of the Institute of Biochemistry until his
retirement. For nearly 20 years Professor lvan Berkes
invested all his efforts into the methodological
research in clinical biochemistry, general and clinical
enzymology. This work resulted in numerous special-
ists, master, and doctoral theses. During his working
years, professor Berke$ published several books and
over 200 scientific papers in renowned journals in
Yugoslavia and worldwide. He was actively engaged
in the Federal Committee for Medical Biochemistry
and the Section of Medical Biochemistry of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Serbia.

Appreciating the work of their teacher and a
renowned expert, Professor Ivan Berkes, upon the
proposal of Professor Nada Majkié-Singh, in 1997 the
Society of Medical Biochemists of Yugoslavia at the
time, now the Society of Medical Biochemists of
Serbia, and the Faculty of Pharmacy, University of
Belgrade, established the Scientific Foundation and
the Annual Scientific Conference »Professor lvan
Berke$«. Beginning in 1998, Scientific Conferences
have been presenting masters and doctoral theses in
medical biochemistry and related disciplines defend-
ed during the previous academic year. Also, the best
graduate students in pharmacy and medical bio-
chemistry of the Faculty of Pharmacy in the previous
academic year have been awarded the monetary
awards of the Scientific Foundation. The monograph
reviews all the twenty-one scientific conferences that
took place so far, concluded with the last one, held in
December 2019. Also, presents the biographies of
all the fourthy-eight laureates of the Scientific
Foundation, informing us briefly about their careers in
pharmacy and medical biochemistry, in Serbia and
worldwide. The 2020 Scientific Conference could not
take place because of the restrictions imposed by the
global pandemic that prevented us from gathering.
However, the Foundation did not miss to hand the
well-deserved awards to the best students of the
Faculty of Pharmacy in 2020, Milena Simi¢ (Master of
Pharmacy-medical biochemist) and Milan Beljka$
(Master of Pharmacy). SMBS congratulate them on
their first success, wishing them fruitful careers in
pharmacy and medical biochemistry, like the ones
their predecessors have. We hope that the 2020
would be the only year in which the Scientific
Conference did not take place, and that the memory
of Professor Ivan Berkes will be alive for many years to
come through the activities of Scientific Foundation,
annual Scientific Conference, and many young laure-
ates of the Foundation award.

After opening address of Prof. dr Snezana
Jovi¢i¢, Society President following the welcoming
address of the Dean of the Faculty of Pharmacy, Prof.
Dr. Nata$a Bogavac Stanojevi¢ and Prof. Dr Branislava
Miljkovi¢ President of the Association of Pharma-
ceutical Associations of Serbia, the Found President
Prof. Dr. Nada Majki¢-Singh, presented awards of the
Foundation.
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This year’s recipients were:
Jovana Jerotijevic¢

(Master of Pharmacy-Medical Biochemist)

{o

Jovana Jerotijevi¢ rodena je 20.05.2000.
godine u Kraljevu gde je zavrSila osnovnu i srednju
medicinsku $kolu, smer farmaceutski tehni¢ar. Tokom
srednje Skole ucestvovala je na Xlll republickom
takmicenju iz matematike, gde je osvojila prvo mesto.
Proglasena je za daka generacije srednje medicinske
Skole u Kraljevu. Upisala je Farmaceutski fakultet u
Beogradu, smer farmacija-medicinska biohemija
2019. godine, a diplomirala u junu 2024. godine.
Tokom studija bila je koautor studentskih naucno
istrazivackih radova na Katedri za medicinsku bio-
hemiju, pod mentorstvom doc. dr Nede Milinkovi¢,
kao i na katedri za toksikologiju »Akademik Danilo
Soldatovi¢«, pod mentorstvom prof. dr Danijele Duki¢
Cosi¢. Godine 2022. bila je ulesnik sedme inter-
nacionalne letnje $kole (Central European Exchange
Programme for University Studies — CEEPUS) u
Portorozu, Sloveniji sa temom »Dijagnosticki i
terapijski pristupi u slozenim genetskim poreme-
¢ajima« na kojoj je prezentovala rad na temu »Egzo-
somi poreklom iz skeletnih misi¢a«. Bila je ucesnik
XX medunarodnog srpskog kongresa medicinske
biohemije i laboratorijske medicine 2024. gde je
predstavila svoj rad na temu »Povezanost urokinaznog
aktivatora plazminogena sa klini¢ckim karakteristikama
Grejvsove orbitopatije«. Dobitnica je nagrade prof. dr
Ivan Berke$ kao najbolji student smera farmacija-
medicinska biohemija, u $kolskoj 2023/2024. godini.

Jovana Jerotijevi¢ was born on May 20th 2000 in
Kraljevo where she completed both elementary
school and medical high school, majoring in pharma-

ceutical technician. During high school, she partici-
pated in 13th republican competition in mathematics,
where she won first place. She was declared a student
of generation of the medical high school in Kraljevo.
In 2019 she enrolled in the Faculty of Pharmacy in
Belgrade, majoring in pharmacy-medical biochem-
istry, and she graduated in June 2024. During her
studies she was co-author of the student scientific
research papers at the Department of Medical Bio-
chemistry, under the mentorship of Assist. Prof Neda
Milinkovi¢, as well as at the Department of Toxicology
«Akademik Danilo Soldatovi¢«, under mentorship of
Prof. Dr Danijela Djuki¢ Cosi¢. In 2022, she
participated in the 7t international summer school
(Central European Exchange Program For University
Studies — CEEPUS) in Portoroz, Slovenija on the
theme »Diagnostic and therapeutic approaches in
complex genetic disorders« where she presented work
on the topic »Skeletal muscle derived exosomes«. She
was participant of the XXIII International Serbian
Congress of Medical Biochemistry and Laboratory
Medicine 2024, where she presented her work on the
topic »The relationship between solubile urokinase
plasminogen activator receptor and clinical chara-
cteristic of Graves orbitopathy«. She received the
»Prof. dr lvan Berke$« annual award as the best stu-
dent of pharmacy-medical biochemistry, in academic
2023/2024 year.

and

Dusica Kusljevi¢

(Master of Pharmacy)
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Dusica Kusljevi¢ rodena je 11.07.2000. u
Plievljima. Osnovnu $kolu i op$tu gimnaziju »Tanasije
Pejatovic« zavrsila je u Pljevljima. Upisala je Farma-
ceutski fakultet u Beogradu, smjer farmacija 2019.
godine, a diplomirala je u septembru 2024. godine.
U srednjoj $koli bila je dobitnica brojnih nagrada sa
Drzavnih takmicenja i Olimpijada znanja iz hemije, a
2019. je predstavljala Crnu Goru na Medunarodnoj
hemijskoj olimpijadi, odrzanoj u Parizu. Dobitnica je
nagrade prof. dr lvan Berke$ kao najbolji student na
programu farmacija u $kolskoj 2023/2024 godini.
Tokom studija uc¢estvovala je u brojnim vannastavnim
aktivnostima u organizaciji Javnog zdravlja, kao i u
studentskim razmjenama (SEP i Twinnet programi) u
organizaciji BPSA-e. Pod mentorstvom prof. dr Milosa
Petkovi¢a, na Katedri za organsku hemiju, izradila je
dva studentska naucno-istrazivatka rada na teme
»Sinteza derivata pirola« i »Sinteza derivata piperazin-
2-ona iz alena«. Pomenute radove je prezentovala na
XV i XVI Mini-kongresu studenata Farmaceutskog
fakulteta u Beogradu 2022. i 2023. godine. Takode,
koautor je rada »Synthesis of Piperazin-2-one Deri-
vatives via Cascade Double Nucleophilic Substitu-
tion«, publikovanog u ¢asopisu Synthesis.

Dusica Kusljevi¢ was born on July 11, 2000, in
Plievlja. She completed her primary school and gen-

eral high school »Tanasije Pejatovié¢« in Pljevlja. She
enrolled in the Faculty of Pharmacy in Belgrade,
majoring in pharmacy in 2019, and graduated in
September 2024. In high school, she received
numerous awards from National Competitions and
Olympiads in chemistry, and in 2019, she represent-
ed Montenegro at the International Chemistry
Olympiad held in Paris. She was awarded the prof. dr
Ivan Berkes prize as the best student in the pharmacy
program for the academic year 2023/2024. During
her studies, she participated in numerous extracurric-
ular activities organized by Public Health, as well as in
student exchanges (SEP and Twinnet programs)
organized by BPSA. Under the mentorship of prof. dr
Milo§ Petkovi¢, at the Department of Organic
Chemistry, she completed two student scientific
research papers on the topics «Synthesis of Pyrrole
Derivatives« and »Synthesis of Piperazin-2-one
Derivatives from Allenes«. She presented these
papers at the XV and XVI Mini-Congress of Pharmacy
Students in Belgrade in 2022 and 2023. She is also
a co-author of the paper »Synthesis of Piperazin-2-
one Derivatives via Cascade Double Nucleophilic
Substitution« published in the journal Synthesis.
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Nada Majkié-Singh, Snezana Jovi¢i¢ and Neda Milinkovi¢, chairs of the Twenthy Fourth Scientific Conference 2024.

Snezana Jovi¢i¢, SMBS President opening The Twenty Fourth Scientific Conference.
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Professor Natasa Bogavac Stanojevi¢, Dean of the Pharma- Professor Branislava Miljkovié, President of the Association
ceutical Faculty welcoming address to the Conference of Pharmaceutical Associations of Serbia welcoming

participants. address to the Conference participants.

Professor Nada Majki¢-Singh welcome address to the Professor Nada Majki¢-Singh presenting the importance of
participants. the Scientific Foundation »Professor Ivan Berke$«.




J Med Biochem 2025; 44 (1)

171

Jovana Jerotijevi¢, Master of Pharmacy-Medical Biochemist
receiving »Profesor lvan Bereke$ Faundation Award«.

Professor Nada Majki¢-Singh with Foundation laureates
Jovana Jerotijevi¢ and Dusica Kusljevic.

Dusica Kusljevi¢, Master of Pharmacy receiving »Profesor
Ivan Bereke§ Faundation Award«.

Organizator
Prof. dr Nada Majki¢-Singh

Organizer
Professor Nada Majki¢-Singh
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Assistent Professor Neda Milinkovi¢ opening the Twenty Saska Deki¢ presenting Conference lecture.
Fourth Scientific 2024 Conference.
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Olina Dudasova Petrovi¢eva presenting Conference
lecture.

Professor Natasa Bogavac Stanojevic¢

Azra Guzoniji¢ presenting Conference lecture.
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Conference participants.
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Laureats of the Twenty Fourth Conference 2024 with Dean of the Faculty of Pharmacy, President of the Pharmaceutical
Association of Serbia and Conference Chairs.

Laureats of the Twenty Fourth Conference 2024 with Conference Chairs and Lecturers.





